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Risk assessment of global infectious disease events in August 2026

Abstract: Objectives To detect global infectious disease events occurring outside China in August 2026 and assess the
importation risk to China and international travel risk. Methods Open-source intelligence was used for event-based surveillance of
priority infectious diseases. A risk matrix integrated disease-, country- and event-specific indicators for transmission likelihood and
severity of consequences. Results In August 2026, 16 infectious diseases formed events or outbreaks in 56 countries or regions.
Importation risk included 2 high-risk, 21 medium-risk and 51 low-risk events. International travel risk included 3 high-risk, 22
medium-risk and 49 low-risk events. Conclusion Importation prevention should prioritize dengue in Malaysia and Vietnam.
International travel precautions should prioritize cholera in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and dengue in Bangladesh and the
Philippines.

Key words: Global infectious diseases; Event-based surveillance; Risk assessment; Open-source intelligence
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Table 1 Global Priority Infectious Disease Events and Risk Assessment Results (August, 2026)
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